
A HOME FOR

Learning
 Sarah Engstrom & Lightning Jay are Early Childhood parents 
with two boys in preschool. They were thrilled that the Laurie 
Wagman Playschool and Abigail R. Cohen Preschool remained open 
during the entire pandemic year, allowing their kids to safely grow 
and learn.
 Dr. Anne Albert is Director for Public Programs at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania’s Herbert D. Katz Center for Advanced  
Judaic Studies, a member of the BZBI board, and chair of the 
BZBI Youth & Family Education Committee. She and husband JD, 
celebrated their daughter’s Bat Mitzvah this year with a hybrid 
in-person and Zoom service, supported by BZBI’s Youth and Family 
teachers and tutors. 

BZBI GREW IN DIVERSE 
WAYS DURING THIS 
EXTRAORDINARY YEAR

      We connected virtually, engaged 
intellectually, uplifted spiritually 

      We welcomed old friends and  
new from around the world 

      We celebrated and shared our 
accomplishments 

      We grew from our challenges,  
and deepened our sense of  
community
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“
WEBSITE

2,000+ 

EVENT RECORDING  
VIEWS  ON  
VIRTUALBZBI

22,958 
USERS WHO VIEWED 
89,805 PAGES

FACEBOOK

1,444 
PAGE LIKES

54,378
IMPRESSIONS 

A HOME FOR

Religious Life
 BZBI has a long tradition of addressing social issues from both 
the pulpit and the pews, for example; incarceration (Reverend 
Dr. Kimberlee A. Johnson), LGBTQ+ rights (Rabbi Sue Levi Ellwell), 
and Jewish poverty and hunger (former BZBI board member and 
current Jewish Relief Agency board member Cara Levinson). 
 Psychologist and BZBI member Joanne Perilstein, Ph.D. 
spurred an overdue conversation on inclusion and equity when 
the Philadelphia Inquirer published her Op-Ed in January. Her 
subsequent Shabbat D’var Torah included candid breakout 
discussions led by member volunteers.  
 Joanne is typical of our members, who find acceptance and 
support in being part of the BZBI community.

 From my mother I learned that life may 
not fit what we plan for. At BZBI I have 
met kind people at totally unexpected 
moments who have expanded my 
experience.”

– Joanne Perilstein, Ph.D.
 

The Early Childhood teachers and staff  
were heroes this year in how they  
sustained our community during the  
pandemic. Everyone’s kids should go here.” 

– Lightning P. Jay and Sarah Engstrom

B
E

IT
 T

E
FI

LL
A

H
 –

 H
O

U
S

E
 O

F 
W

O
R

S
H

IP

B
E

IT
 M

ID
R

A
S

H
 –

 H
O

U
S

E
 O

F 
S

T
U

D
Y

50
NEZINER HEBREW 

SCHOOL  
STUDENTS

(VIRTUAL)

42 
IN-PERSON EARLY CHILDHOOD 
STUDENTS ENROLLED

64 
2021 CAMPERS

70 
EARLY CHILDHOOD STUDENTS 
ENROLLED FOR 2021–22 YEAR  
WITH A WAITLIST 

630
RELIGIOUS  
SERVICES

(ONLINE)

1,902
UNIQUE PARTICIPANTS  
WORLDWIDE

750+

CONGREGANTS AT EACH  
HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICE 

 
BZBI.org

300 South 18th Street • Philadelphia, PA 19103 • 215.735.5148

INCOME
 Membership
 Early Childhood and Youth Education
 Contributions
 PPP Loan
 Other
 COVID19 SBA Grant
 Ritual
 Security Grant

EXPENSES
 Early Childhood and Youth Education
 Administrative
 Clergy
 Building
 Other
 Ritual
 Capital Improvements

 Security Upgrades

35% 34%

20% 24%

16% 19%

13%
14%

7%

4% 5%
4%

1%
2%

1%
1%




