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|. Hosea 14:2 (Haftarah for Shabbat Shuvah)

Turn back, O Israel, to the LORD your God, for you have stumbled in your
crime.

2, Psalm 25:8
Good and upright is the LORD. Therefore He guides offenders on the way.

3. Proverbs 13:21

Harm pursues offenders, but the righteous are paid back with good.

4, Ezekiel I8

1And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, ‘What is wrong with you,
who recite this proverb on the soil of Israel, saying: The fathers ate
unripe fruit and the sons’ teeth were blunted. By My life, said the
Master, the LORD, there shall be none reciting this proverb in Israel.
Look, all lives are Mine, the life of the father and the son alike are
Mine. The person offending, it is he shall die. And should a man be
righteous and do what is just and right... By My statutes he walked, and
My laws he kept to act in truth. He is righteous, he shall surely live,
said the Master, the LORD.

[1]
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5. Pesikta de-Rav Kahana (Mandelbaum ed.), Piska 24 - Shuvah - #7

Israel, 5th century

Good and upright is the LORD. Therefore He guides offenders on the way.
(Psalm 25:8). They asked Wisdom, “What is a sinner’s punishment?” Wisdom replied, Harm
pursues offenders (Proverbs 13:21).

They asked Prophecy, “What is a sinner’s punishment?” Prophecy replied, The person
offending, it is he shall die (Fzekiel 18:4).

They asked Torah, “What is a sinner’s punishment?” Torah replied, “Let him bring a guilt-offering
and that will atone for him.”

They asked the Holy Blessed One, “What is a sinner’s punishment?” The Holy Blessed One replied,
“Let him effect return and that will atone for him,” as it is written, Good and upright, etc.

Rabbi Pinhas said, why is {God]} good? Because {God] is righteous. Why is {God] righteous?
Because {God] is good, since {God]} guides offenders on the way to effect return. Therefore
Hosea warns the Jewish People and says to them, Turn back, O Israel.
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6. Amos 3

1 Hear this word that the LORD has spoken concerning you, O Israelites,
concerning the entire clan that I brought up from Egypt, saying: 2 Only
with you was I intimate of all the clans of the earth. Therefore will T
make a reckoning with you for all your crimes. 3 Do two walk together if
they have not first agreed? 4 Does the lion roar in the forest unless it
has taken prey? Does the maned beast put forth its voice from its lair if
it has not made a catch? 5 Does a bird fall into a trap on the ground when
there is no snare for it? Does a trap spring up from the soil and fail to
make a catch? 6 Is the rams horn sounded in the town and the people do
not tremble? Is there harm within the town and the LORD has not done it?

7. Ezekiel 33

7 And you, man, I have made you a lookout for the house of Israel, and you
shall hear a word from My mouth and warn them from Me. 8 When I say to
the wicked: Wicked man, you are doomed to die, and you have not spoken
to warn the wicked man of his way, he, the wicked man, shall die for his
crime, but his blood I will seek out from you. 9 And you, when you warn
the wicked man of his way to turn back from it, and he does not turn back
from it, he shall die for his crime, but you shall save your life. 10 And
you, man, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said, saying, ‘Why,
our trespasses and our offenses are upon us, and we rot in them, and how
shall we survive?’ 11 Say to them: By My life, said the Master, the LORD,
I do not desire the death of the wicked but rather the turning back of the
wicked from his way, that he may live. Turn back, turn back from your evil
ways, for why should you die, O house of Israel?

8. Amos 5:4
For this said the Lord to the house of Israel: Seek Me and live.
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9. Pesikta de-Rav Kahana (Mandelbaum ed.), Piska 24 - Shuvah - #|

Israel, 5th century
Is the rams horn sounded in the town and the people do not tremble? etc.

(Amos 3:6). This may be compared to a land that was beset by legions, and there was a certain elder
who would warn all the residents of that land. Anyone who listened to him would be saved, and
anyone who did not listen — the legions would come and kill them. Thus it is written, And you,
man, I have made you a lookout for the house of Israel (Ezekiel 33:7), When 1
say to the wicked: Wicked man, you are doomed, etc. (Ezekiel 33:8), And you,
when you warn the wicked man of his way to turn back from it, and he does
not turn back from it, etc. (Ezekiel 33:9).

Thus if the rams horn is sounded in the town, on Rosh HaShanah; and the
people do not tremble, these are the Jewish People; if there is harm within the
town, the LORD has not done it — the Holy Blessed One does not desire the wicked
person’s death, as it is written, Say to them: By My life, said the Master, the
LORD, I do not desire the death of the wicked, etc. (Ezekiel 33:11). My people,
what do I ask of you? Only turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why
should you die, O house of Israel?

And there are those who learn it from this verse: Seek Me and live (Amos 5:4). My people,
what do I ask of you? Only seek Me and live,

Therefore Hosea warns the Jewish People and says to them, Turn back, O Israel, to the
LORD your God.
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